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1. PARTIE TECHNIQUE (20%) total points: ____ / 40 pts 

1.1 Verb Tenses and Verb Forms 
Read the following article and circle the correct verb tense or form from the 
options given at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one 
answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated clearly. / 15 pts 
 

Shoes For a Chicken 

(from Goodnewsnetwork, November 2022; adapted) 

Last year, a woman in California adopted a disabled chicken, and social media loved 

him so much they (1)___ over 60 pairs of tiny shoes and boots for the chicken. 

The chicken had lost his toes to a parasite. New owner Meech Davignon treated it 

using vaseline and cotton, which she had to change three times a day. 

While she (2)___ care of the chicken, she began affectionately calling him “Nubz”, 

after the short ends of his toes. 

She soon (3)___ that Nubz was a very charismatic chicken, even though he (4)___ 

around easily. 

Davignon realized it was difficult for the chicken to walk on hard surfaces, and 

remembered she had a pair of tiny dog shoes that her dog (5)___. 

Suddenly, she (6)___ they might help Nubz. 

“As he got more comfortable wearing his little shoes, I (7)___ them on longer each 
time,” Davignon told the Washington Post. “Pretty soon, he was getting around a lot 

better than he did without them.” 

Last January, the odd couple celebrated 1 year of companionship, and Davignon 

(8)___ a TikTok account for Nubz with videos of him (9)___ around the farm in his 

little shoes. This created a lot of interest in the chicken and followers asked if they 
(10)___ send Nubz more shoes. 

“All the fans (11)___ so kind! It’s fantastic to have so many people love my little 
chicken. I read their comments every day.” said Davignon. 

The shoes began arriving in great numbers, and soon Nubz (12)___ all sorts of shoes 
to choose from. Davignon was overjoyed! 
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Now, the shoes are in a cute box in Davignon’s room, and she (13)___ a video on 

TikTok of the chicken wearing them every week. Davignon (14)___ his favorite pair 
are some dark blue boots. 

Currently, the 3-year-old bird is in physical therapy for an injury. He is in a little 
wheelchair, but she is sure he (15)___ back to his brave self very soon. 

Options: 

1 A – sended B – sent C – sented 

2 A – was taking B – is taking C – takes 

3 A – has understood B – understands C – understood 

4 A – didn’t walk  B – doesn’t walked C – didn’t walked 

5 A – had never used B – did never used C – didn’t never use 

6 A – taught B – thought C – thank 

7 A – leaving B – leaved C – left 

8 A – maked B – made C – makes 

9 A – walk B – walks C – walking 

10 A – could B – must C – would 

11 A – had been B – have been C – has been 

12 A – has B – have C – had 

13 A – is posting B – posts C – posted 

14 A – will say B – say C – said 

15 A – will be B – is being C – is 
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1.2 Other Grammar and Vocabulary Features 
Read the following article and circle the correct word from the options given 
at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one answer is correct. 
Make sure your choice is indicated clearly. / 10 pts 

A Random Act of Kindness 
(from British Council, 2023; adapted) 

Can you remember a time (1)___ somebody was kind to you? Perhaps a person let 

you go in front of them in a queue. Maybe your sister phoned you to ask how your 
week was going. Or perhaps a stranger or a friend helped you in a much (2)___ way. 

There are a million ways to offer kindness. And when the world seems to have (3)___ 
problems, some people have started to take kindness very seriously! 

(4)___ people disagree with the idea that a kind action is good for the soul. It gives a 
sense of well-being both to the receiver and to the person (5)___ does the action. For 

example, let’s imagine you have a colleague, and she always does a very good job. 
Maybe you could take a moment to mention this to (6)___. The effects of this will 

probably be quite clear: she will be happy to receive a compliment and you will 
probably feel good about yourself for bringing (7)___ joy. 

Many organizations try to encourage people to do kind acts, wherever and whenever 
they can. The idea behind this is that it doesn’t take (8)___ major plan to be kind, just 

a bit of effort. Perhaps the strongest supporters of (9)___ idea are the Random Acts 
of Kindness (RAK) Foundation. (10)___ members work with schools and companies to 

teach people kindness skills. They believe that kindness can be learnt and that it is 
contagious. 

Options: 

1 A – when B – where C – which 

2 A – the deeper B – more deeper C – deeper 

3 A – so many B – so much C – so very 

4 A – Many  B – Few C – Enough 

5 A – how B – which C – who 
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6 A – her B – his C – him 

7 A – a lot B – a little C – a few 

8 A – any B – no C – none 

9 A – these B – this C – those 

10 A – His B – Her C – Its 
 
1.3 Other Grammar and Vocabulary Features 
Read the following article and circle the correct word or expression from the 
options given at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one 
answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated clearly.  / 15 pts 

Diwali 
(from British Council, 2023; adapted) 

Diwali is a festival of light which originated in South Asia and is celebrated over five 
days. The dates change every year, but it always takes place in October or November. 

People in Southern Asia have celebrated Diwali (1)___ many centuries. 

(2)___ the festival, lamps are used everywhere. They symbolize the victory of light 
over darkness, or good over evil. Diwali is celebrated differently in different regions, 

and (3)___  is a holiday in many countries. 

The (4)___ day focuses on fortune, good luck and money. People wash money to show 

that they want to use it to do good in the world. It is also a day for helping people. 
People also make sure that their houses are clean, ready (5)___ welcome the Goddess 

of Wealth and Prosperity. 

The second day is all about getting rid of anything bad. People (6)___ early and wash 

and (7)___ clean clothes. (8)___, they celebrate by having breakfast with friends and 
family.  

In most regions, the (9)___ day is the most important day of the festival. It is the last 
day of the year in many regions of India. The story goes that on this day, Lord Rama 

saved Sita (Rama’s wife) (10)___ a demon. Candles are lit to celebrate (11)___ victory. 
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The fourth day has a focus on food, especially traditional sweets. Hindus prepare a 

great deal of food and take it (12)___ the temple to celebrate the beginning of the 
new year. 

The last day of Diwali often focuses on the relationship (13)___ brothers and sisters. 

Diwali is celebrated (14)___ millions of people in India and around the world. The 

festival symbolizes the victory of good over evil, and light over darkness, which means 
(15)___ to all of us. 

Options: 

1 A – during B – since C – for 

2 A – while B – during C – in time 

3 A – it B – this C – that 

4 A – one  B – first C – firth 

5 A – to B – at C – for 

6 A – stand up B – get up C – go up 

7 A – wear on B – take on C – put on 

8 A – Then B – Than C – There 

9 A – thirst B – thirth C – third 

10 A – of B – from C – by 

11 A – his B – him C – her 

12 A – to B – at C – in 

13 A – inter B – between C – with 

14 A – at B – of C – by 

15 A – something B – nothing C – anything 
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2. PARTIE COMPREHENSION (40%) total points: ____ /  32 pts 

Read the following short story and complete the exercises that follow 
according to the instructions. 

Thank You, Ma'am 1 

(by Langston Hughes, slightly adapted) 

She was a large woman with a large handbag that had everything in it. It had a long 
strap, and she carried it slung across her shoulder. It was about eleven o’clock at night, 

and she was walking alone, when a boy ran up behind her and tried to snatch her bag. 
The strap broke when the boy pulled it from behind. But this caused him to lose his 

balance so, instead of running away, the boy fell on his back on the sidewalk, and his 5 
legs flew up. The woman simply turned around and kicked him right in his blue-jeaned 

sitter. Then she reached down, picked the boy up by his shirt front, and shook him. 

After that the woman said, “Pick up my bag, boy, and give it here.” She still held him. 

But she bent down enough to permit him to pick it up. Then she said, “Now aren’t you 

ashamed of yourself?”  10 

The boy said, “Yes’m.” 

The woman said, “What did you want to do it for?” 

The boy said, “I didn’t mean to.”  

She said, “You a lie!” 

“If I let you go, will you run?” asked the woman.  15 

“Yes’m,” said the boy.  

“Then I won’t let you go,” said the woman. She did not release him.  

“I’m very sorry, lady, I’m sorry,” whispered the boy.  

“Um-hum! And your face is dirty. I got a great mind to wash your face for you. Have 

you got nobody home to tell you to wash your face?”  20 

“No’m,” said the boy.  

 
1 Ma’am / ‘m / M’am : contraction of “Madam”, a respectful or polite term to address a woman: 
excuse me, ma'am. 
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“Then it will get washed this evening,” said the large woman starting to go up the 

street, dragging the frightened boy behind her.  

He looked fourteen or fifteen, frail and thin, in tennis shoes and blue jeans.  

The woman said, “You should be my son. I would teach you right from wrong. The 25 
least I can do right now is to wash your face. Are you hungry?”  

“No’m,” said the boy. “I just want you to let me go.” 

“Was I bothering you when I turned that corner?” asked the woman. 

“No’m.”  

“But you put yourself in contact with me,” said the woman. “If you think that that 30 

contact is not going to last a while, you got another thought coming. When I am done 
with you, sir, you are going to remember Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones.”  

Sweat popped out on the boy’s face and he began to struggle. Mrs. Jones stopped, 
pulled him in front of her, put her arm around his neck, and continued to drag him up 

the street. When she got to her door, she dragged the boy inside, down a hall, and 35 
into a large kitchenette-furnished room at the rear of the house. She switched on the 

light and left the door open. The boy could hear other roomers laughing and talking 
in the large house. Some of their doors were open, too, so he knew he and the woman 

were not alone. The woman still had him by the neck in the middle of her room.  

She said, “What is your name?”  40 

“Roger,” answered the boy.  

“Then, Roger, you go to that sink and wash your face,” said the woman, and she let 
him go – at last. Roger looked at the door – looked at the woman – looked at the door 

– and went to the sink.  

“Let the water run until it gets warm,” she said. “Here’s a clean towel.”  45 

“You gonna take me to prison?” asked the boy.  

“Not with that face, I would not take you nowhere,” said the woman. “Here I am trying 

to get home to cook me a bite to eat and you take my wallet! Maybe, you haven’t had 
your supper either, late as it is. Have you?”  

“There’s nobody home at my house,” said the boy.  50 
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“Then we’ll eat,” said the woman, “I believe you’re hungry if you tried to snatch my 

handbag.”  

“I wanted a pair of blue suede shoes,” said the boy.  

“Well, you didn’t have to snatch my wallet to get some suede shoes,” said Mrs. Luella 
Bates Washington Jones. “You could have asked me.”  55 

“M’am?”  

The water dripping from his face, the boy looked at her. There was a very long pause. 

After he had dried his face, the boy turned around, wondering what next. The door 
was open. He could run off down the hall. He could run, run, run, run, run!  

The woman was sitting on the couch. After a while she said, “I was young once and I 60 
wanted things I could not have.”  

There was another long pause. The boy’s mouth opened. Then he frowned.  

The woman said, “You thought I was going to say ‘but’, didn’t you? You thought I was 

going to say, ‘but I didn’t snatch people’s wallets’. Well, I wasn’t going to say that.” 

Pause. Silence. “I have done things, too, which I would not tell you, son. So, you sit 65 

down while I fix us something to eat.”  

In another corner of the room behind a screen was a small kitchenette. Mrs. Jones got 

up and went behind the screen to cook. The woman did not watch the boy to see if 

he was going to run now, and she didn’t watch her bag which she had left on the 
couch. But the boy took care to sit on the far side of the room where he thought she 70 

could easily see him out of the corner of her eye, if she wanted to. He did not trust 
the woman not to trust him. And he did not want to be mistrusted now.  

“Do you need somebody to go to the store,” asked the boy, “maybe to get some milk 
or something?”  

“Don’t believe I do,” said the woman, “unless you just want sweet milk yourself. I was 75 
going to make cocoa out of this canned milk I got here.”  

“That will be fine,” said the boy.  

She heated some beans and ham, made the cocoa, and set the table. The woman did 

not ask the boy anything about where he lived, or his family, or anything else that 
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would embarrass him. Instead, as they ate, she told him about her job in a hotel 80 

beauty-shop that stayed open late, what the work was like, and how all kinds of women 
came in and out, blondes, red-heads, and Spanish. Then she cut him a half of her ten-

cent cake.  

“Eat some more, son,” she said.  

When they finished eating she got up and said, “Now, here, take this ten dollars and 85 
buy yourself some blue suede shoes. And next time, do not make the mistake of taking 

my wallet, nor nobody else’s – because shoes come by devilish like that will burn your 
feet. I got to get my rest now. But I wish you would behave yourself, son, from now 

on.”  

She led him down the hall to the front door and opened it. “Good night! Behave 90 

yourself, boy!” she said, looking out into the street.  

The boy wanted to say something else other than “Thank you, m’am” to Mrs. Luella 

Bates Washington Jones, but he couldn’t do so as he turned and looked back at the 
large woman in the door. He barely managed to say “Thank you” before she shut the 

door. And he never saw her again. 95 

Exercise 1: Vocabulary 
Circle the correct synonym for each of the following words in the context of 
the story. Only ONE answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated 
clearly. / 6 pts 

1. sitter (l. 7) 

A – chair B – bottom C – back 

2. ashamed (l. 10)   

A – weak B – scared C – embarrassed 

3. whispered (l. 18)   

A – said softly B – said aggressively C – said humorously 

4. dragging (l. 23)   

A – kicking B – pulling C – pushing 
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5. bothering (l. 28)   

A – pushing B – boring C – annoying 

6. struggle (l. 33)   

A – fight B – cry C – run 

7. roomers (l. 37)   

A – colleagues B – residents C – prisoners 

8. snatch (l. 51)   

A – break B – steal C – fight for 

9. while (l. 60)   

A – silence B – during C – moment 

10. frowned (l. 62)   

A – grimaced B – smiled C – spoke 

11. fix (l. 66)   

A – repair B – prepare C – order 

12. heated (l. 78)   

A – cooked B – ate C – warmed up 
 

Exercise 2: Reading comprehension. 
Read the short story again and answer the questions that follow. For each 
question, circle the correct answer. The questions follow the order of the 
text. Only ONE answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated clearly.
 / 18 pts 

1. The boy fell because … 

a. he did not expect the bag to break. 
b. the woman was large and strong. 

c. the sidewalk was slippery. 
  



Examens d’admission aux gymnases vaudois, 1M Anglais, 2024 
_________________________________________________________________________________

12/16 

2. Which adjective describes the woman’s reaction to the boy’s actions?

a. Fearful
b. Angry

c. Resigned

3. Why does the woman call the boy a liar?
a. He says he did not do anything wrong.

b. He says he did not do anything intentionally.
c. He says he is not a mean person.

4. Why does the boy say “I’m very sorry” to the woman? (l. 18)

a. He wants to get away from her.
b. He knows she’ll call the police.

c. He needs to go wash himself.

5. What does “You got another thought coming” mean? (l. 31)
a. You have too many ideas.

b. You will see that you are right.

c. You will see that you are wrong.

6. The woman lives alone in a large house.
a. True

b. False

7. “Roger looked at the door – looked at the woman – looked at the door – and went
to the sink.” (ll. 43-44) Why did the boy look at the door twice?

a. He was making sure the door was closed.
b. He was afraid the woman would lock him in.

c. He was considering running away from the room.

8. The woman has no intention to take the boy to prison.
a. True

b. False
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9. The woman thinks that the boy is very superficial for wanting blue suede shoes.

a. True
b. False

10. Why does the woman mention her younger years to the boy?

a. She wants to show she can understand his situation.
b. She wants to prove she never acted as the boy did.

b. She wants to scare him into being more honest.

11. Why does the woman decide to cook food for the boy?
a. Because he said he was hungry.

b. Because she thought he needed it.
c. Because she had nothing else to offer.

12. The woman makes sure she can see the boy easily while cooking.

a. True
b. False

13. Why does the boy offer to go to the shop to buy some milk?
a. He wants to try to steal her money again.

b. He hopes he will be able to run away.
c. He wants to prove that she can trust him.

14. The woman tells the boy about her daily life because …

a. she’s very proud of her current situation.
b. she wants to teach the boy a lesson about working.

c. she wants the boy to feel comfortable.

15. When the woman says, “shoes come by devilish like that will burn your feet” (ll. 
87-88), she means that …

a. the boy will go to hell if he steals shoes.
b. guilt will torment him if he steals again.

c. he will get hurt if he continues stealing.
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16. Which pair of adjectives best describe the woman’s general attitude with the boy?

a. Angry and vindictive
b. Motherly and firm

c. Rude and violent
d. Gentle and permissive

17. What elements from the story suggest that the boy is probably poor?

a. He is dirty, lonely and steals.
b. He has no shoes and dirty clothes.

c. He is homeless and has no job.
d. He is very hungry and thin.

18. Which of the following is a lesson that we can learn from this story?

a. It takes hard work and patience to build trust.
b. Dishonesty must always be punished.

c. Compassion can help others change for the better.
d. Being honest helps meet new friends.

Exercise 3: Reorder the story 
Write the numbers 1-7 in the spaces provided, following the chronological 
order in which events happen in the story. One of the events does not 
happen in the story, write the letter F next to the incorrect statement 
instead of a number. / 8 pts 

A – The woman talked about her past. 

B – The boy tried to escape but she didn’t let him. 

C – The woman told the boy her name. 

D – The woman washed the boy’s face. 

E – The woman gave money to the boy. 

F – The woman started preparing food. 

G – The woman grabbed the boy and questioned him. 

H – The boy offered to do some shopping for the woman. 
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3. PARTIE EXPRESSION (40%) total points: ____ / 24 pts 

Write a letter from Mrs Aouda to her cousin. In the letter, talk about how 
Mrs Aouda met Phileas Fogg and the main elements of the adventures they 

lived together. The letter should explain who Fix and Passepartout are, what 
they are like, and the relationship they have with Phileas Fogg. In your 

letter, Mrs Aouda should explain how and why she decided to marry Phileas 
Fogg. 

Write a well-structured text of 200 to 250 words. Your language use will be 
evaluated. 

 

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  

 ............................................................................................................................  
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