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Consignes : - Le candidat rédige les réponses à l’encre de façon 
soignée. 
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- Les feuilles doivent rester agrafées. 

 

Partie technique :  ______ /   40 pts 
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1. PARTIE TECHNIQUE (20%)  

1.1 Verb Tenses and Verb Forms 
Read the following article and circle the correct verb tense or form from the 
options given at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one 
answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated clearly.  
 

Man Builds Special Bond With a Fox He Rescued 

(from Goodnewsnetwork, October 2024; adapted) 

A 74-year-old man (1)___ an incredibly friendly relationship with a fox he rescued —

now she (2)___ to cuddle with him every day. The cub (3)___ into the Nuneaton and 
Warwickshire Wildlife Sanctuary seven years ago by a man who (4)___ her in a very 
ill state. 

Geoff Grewcock (5)___she was poisoned and spent the next year nursing her back to 
health, after (6)___ her Sweep. Unfortunately, as a result, she imprinted on him and 

was unable to be (7)___ to the wild. So now Sweep (8)___ her life with a variety of 
wildlife that are being rehabilitated at the sanctuary. 

“Sweep is such a lovely, friendly fox,” said Geoff, the owner of the center in Nuneaton, 

England. “Most people can give her a stroke, but she is definitely closest with me and 
(9)___ on us having a hug every day. “I think it’s her way of (10)___ us for all the 
looking-after we do for her.” 

Although she’s healthy now, when the pair first met, Sweep was in rough shape — 

and Geoff had doubts about whether she was going to survive. “When we first got 
her, we (11)___ there was much hope. She was so lethargic and ill that I (12)___ 

bottle-feed her for months, and was up at night (13)___ Sweep with saline. “Luckily, 

after medication and some good tender loving care, she pulled through and here she 
(14)___  seven years later.” 

A wildlife content creator based in London, James Cook, (15)___ the sanctuary in June 
last year and captured the stange couple’s amazing relationship. 
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“Sweep is just totally in love with Geoff,” said the 30-year-old. “The pair were hugging 

for about 10 minutes when I (16)___ there. “It was so sweet to see a fox so up-close, 
which is rare considering they’re not meant to be pets.” 

Options: 

1 A – has built B – have built C – builds 

2 A – wanted B – wants C – wanted 

3 A – was bringed B – was brought C – was brung 

4 A – had found  B – has found C – was finding 

5 A – believes  B – believe C – is believing 

6 A – named B – names C – naming 

7 A – returned B – returns C – return 

8 A – spends B – spent C – spended 

9 A – is insisting B – insisted C – insists 

10 A – thanks B – thank C – thanking 

11 A – didn’t think B – don’t think C –thought 

12 A – had to B – must to C – would 

13 A – injected B – injecting C – inject 

14 A – be B – will be C – is 

15 A – visits B – visited C – is visiting 

16 A – am B – was C – were 

 
… / 16 pts   
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1.2 Other Grammar and Vocabulary Features 
Read the following article and circle the correct word from the options given 
at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one answer is correct. 
Make sure your choice is indicated clearly.  

Black Friday and Buy Nothing Day 
(from British Council, 2019; adapted) 

Black Friday is the day after the American holiday of Thanksgiving, which is celebrated 

on the (1)___ Thursday of November. Because it is a holiday in the United States, it 
has long been a popular day for consumers to start shopping for Christmas. Over the 

last 20 years big stores have started to offer discounts and bargains on (2)___ day, 
and it has become more and more popular. (3)___ year, people in the USA spent an 

estimated $54.7 billion on Black Friday. The idea of Black Friday has also spread to 
other countries. 

(4)___ of us love to get a bargain, but some feel that events like Black Friday 
encourage people to buy things that they don’t really need and can’t afford. Many 

people seem to (5)___ lose control. It is easy to find videos online of customers 
physically fighting each other. Black Friday is also bad for small shopkeepers, (6)___ 

cannot afford to offer the kinds of price cuts that the big companies can.  

(7)___ of taking the opportunity to buy as much as possible on Black Friday, you could 

do the opposite and buy absolutely nothing. Since 1997, Buy Nothing Day has been 
celebrated on the same day as Black Friday. The rules are simple. Just don’t buy (8)___ 

at all for 24 hours. Many people are surprised (9)___ difficult this is. The aim is to 
make people think more about their spending and to make (10)___ decisions about 

what they buy and where they buy it from. 

Options: 

1 A – forth B – fourth C – forst 

2 A – the B – these C – this 

3 A – Each B – Next C – Last 

4 A – Many  B – Much C – More 

5 A – completing B – complete C – completely 
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6 A – which B – whom C – who 

7 A – Because B – Instead C – However 

8 A – anything B – something C – nothing 

9 A – how B – that C – of 

10 A – first B – best C – better 

… / 10 pts 

1.3 Other Grammar and Vocabulary Features 
Read the following article and circle the correct word or expression from the 
options given at the end of the text to fill each gap in the text. Only one 
answer is correct. Make sure your choice is indicated clearly.   

Women’s Football: Then and Now 

(from OneStopEnglish, 2022; adapted) 

Football is one of (1)___ popular sports in the world. Millions gather yearly to watch 

the World Cup. However, people are usually drawn to male football. What about the 
women division in this well-loved sport? 

There were a (2)___ women’s football teams as early as the 1890’s, when the sport 

was invented. The (3)___ official women’s match was in 1895, and a few decades 
(4)___, in 1920, there was an international game between the Preston team and a 

French team watched (5)___ 25,000 people. At the time, the Football Association in 
London banned women from their clubs, saying that the sport was ‘quite unsuitable 

for females’. This changed (6)___ the first time in 1969, (7)___ the Women’s Football 

Association was formed with 44 member clubs. China hosted the first Women’s World 
Cup in 1991. Many people watched the Final between Norway and the United States. 

Women’s Football has come a long way. In 2020, the FA reported that 3.4 million 
women participated in the sport. Australia and New Zealand have been named hosts 
of the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup – to be (8)___ women’s sporting event to date. 

Despite these positive developments, things are not all rosy for female athletes. 
National-team female players don’t usually receive the same pay (9)___ their male 
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counterparts. This is something that Megan Rapinoe, top player in the 2019 Women’s 

World Cup, has (10)___. She and the rest of her U.S. team sued (11)___ federation 
and demanded equal pay. Her message to other women is to keep fighting and not to 
settle for anything less. 

In May 2022, the U.S. Soccer Federation agreed to pay the men’s and women’s 

national teams equally. The U.S. Soccer President said that the agreement has 

changed the game forever in the United States and that it has the potential to change 
the game (12)___ the world. This has (13)___ had an impact in European Football as 

the Spanish and the Dutch football federations have also guaranteed equal pay for 
(14)___ male and female teams. 

Options: 

1 A – the more B – the best C – the most 

2 A – few B – little C – not many 

3 A – first B – one C – prime 

4 A – late  B – later C – latter 

5 A – of B – by C – from 

6 A – for B – in C – at 

7 A – with B – where C – when 

8 A – the best B – the most big C – the largest 

9 A – from B – as C – of 

10 A – fought with B – fought for C – fought away 

11 A – they’re B – their C – there 

12 A – around B – everywhere C – in 

13 A – always B – already C – anyway 

14 A – every B – the two C – both 
 

… / 14 pts 
Total partie technique: … / 40 pts
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2. PARTIE COMPREHENSION (40%)  

Read the following short story and complete the exercises that follow 
according to the instructions. 
 

I Bought a House. I Got a Neighborhood. 

New York Times, By Maura Kelly, Feb. 21, 202

 
My new house was already worrying me, and I hadn’t even moved in yet. The problem 
wasn’t all the work it needed, like the wood floors that hadn’t been properly cleaned 

in decades and the kitchen appliances that were from the 1970s. 

Renovations were going to be costly, sure. But the problem, in my opinion, were going 

to be relations with the neighbors. I had reason to fear there were some overly friendly 5 
people in the mix, and I was nervous some were going to be overly talkative, too. 

“With this house, you won’t just get a home, you’ll get a neighborhood,” the agent told 
me when I bought the house. She said this as if it was a bonus. 

Apparently, the entire street had a pizza party every month, a 40-year tradition started 
by a few older people who had lived there since they were raising their kids. The rules 10 

were simple: Serve nothing fancy: just pizza and chocolate chip cookies or brownies 
for dessert. The goal was to keep things inexpensive, so everyone could participate. 

My boyfriend practically turned cartwheels when he heard this. He’s a sociologist, 
which means he likes community so much that he studies it for a living. We had just 

learned that my offer on the house had been accepted when he said, “We get the 15 

pizza parties, too!” 

I groaned: “We’re not going to go.” 

“Oh, come on. We have to,” he said. “This kind of thing doesn’t exist anymore.” 

I know all about how our social contract has become so weak that people don’t invest 

in their neighbors nowadays. Yes, Americans are increasingly isolated, which is bad for 20 
our health, both mental and physical. But, deep down, I’m an introverted extrovert. 
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I’m happy to spend all day being friendly, but when I get home, I am exhausted, 
physically and socially. 

Not everybody understands that. I’ve lived in 18 apartments in my life and have met 

neighbors who wanted more from me than I could give. I regularly got trapped in long 25 
conversations at the end of the day, by a woman who just kept talking whenever I 

said “I need to go,” and by a neighbor who got so prickly when I turned down her 
dinner invitation that she scared me. Connection is important, but nothing makes me 

feel as alienated – and desperate to be left alone – as a conversation I can’t escape. 

That said, I had looked at more than 30 houses, and this one – with enough land and 30 

trees so that I could have privacy – was perfect. 

Even the pizza parties couldn’t scare me away. 

More than two months passed before I finally moved in, and my front lawn1 had 
become really ugly. It was so overgrown that I probably didn’t need to worry about 

the pizza parties. Who was going to invite me? 35 

Then one day, some time after I moved in, when I was outside frowning at the horrible 

garden, a car drove up by my driveway. A woman who looked about my age emerged 
and waved. “We live next door!” she called out. 

I walked over. We introduced ourselves. 

“I heard you’re a vet2,” I said. 40 

“I heard this is your first house,” she said, smiling. “Which probably means you don’t 

own a lawn mower3 yet. Do you?” 

I took her question as proof: The neighbors already hated me. They had talked about 

how I was neglecting the lawn. 

I tried to apologize, but the vet stopped me. 45 

“We have a lawn mower,” she said. “And it would take my husband five minutes to cut 
your lawn. If you want him to do it, just let me know.” 

 
1 Front lawn: an area of the garden in front of the house covered in grass (pelouse) 
2 A vet: a veterinarian, an animal doctor 
3 A lawn mower: A machine to cut the grass (tondeuse à gazon) 
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She gave me her number so we could arrange it. And then, instead of hanging around 
to talk, she said she was hungry, and she left. 

By the end of that week, my jungle had been tamed. The vet’s husband was busy 50 

helping another neighbor, so he asked Justin, another neighbor, to do it. I gave Justin 
a box of thank-you pastries, but he played down his good action with a smile, saying, 

“We’re excited to have another good person in the neighborhood.” 

I didn’t mention that I was actually a horrible person who hadn’t wanted a 

neighborhood. 55 

All the same, with their kind gestures – and respectful boundaries! – these people were 

growing on me, especially after the couple across the street from Justin gave me a 
lawn mower that they never used. And the vet’s 7-year-old daughter left plastic toy 

horses in front of my house to welcome me. And Justin’s 13-year-old son watered my 
flowers while I was away on holiday. 60 

So when the vet sent out an email later that summer announcing that she was going 
to host the next pizza party, my boyfriend didn’t need to convince me to go. I jumped 

up and shouted, “We’re so totally going!” 

“Let’s not stay too long,” I added. 

But we did. At the very end, we walked down the vet’s long driveway with Justin and 65 
his family. The sun was setting over the blue and pink flowers that the vet’s husband 

had planted. It felt like a kind of paradise. 

Since then, my boyfriend and I have gone beyond pizza parties and decided to join in 
many other activities: there was a Halloween gathering at Justin’s house, for which I 

dressed in costume for the first time in 20 years, and a snow day activity during which 70 
we sledded down the hill almost as many times as the kids. 

My good-hearted neighbors taught me a lesson they didn’t know I needed to learn. 
And these days, if anyone is a pest, it’s me. 

Now, I’m the one running over to say hello to the vet at her mailbox, with treats for 
her daughter (a small wooden bird; a ceramic rabbit; a cute tube of toothpaste). I’m 75 

the one jumping from my desk when I spot Odie, the Bernese mountain dog from 
around the corner, galloping down the street. I always apologize to the owners for 
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slowing them down. But they have told me they are invested in my relationship with 
their pet; they introduce me to other people as “Odie’s best friend.” 

“You need a dog,” my boyfriend says. 80 

Probably. But for now, I’m happy with what I have: It isn’t just a home. It’s a 
neighborhood.



 

11/17 

Exercise 1 – Find a word or expression in the lines indicated that fits each 
synonym or definition given below in the context of the article. Always 

respect the category of words (adjective, noun, verb, etc.) and the spelling. 
The words follow the order of the text.  

Synonym or definition One word from Text 

E.g.: A building where people live (noun, ll.1-9) E.g.: House (l.1) 

1. periods of ten years (noun, ll. 1-8)  

2. expensive (adjective, ll. 1-8)  

3. excessively (adverb, ll. 1-8)  

4. sophisticated (adjective ll. 9-15)  

5. as a job (expression, ll. 9-15)  

6. community interactions (expression, ll. 16-21)   

7. more and more (adverb, ll. 16-21)  

8. irritated (adjective, ll. 22-29)  

9. covered with plants (adjective, ll. 30-40)  

10. confirmation (noun, ll. 41-51)  

11. organize (verb ll. 41-51)  

12. organize (verb ll. 52-63)  

13. participate (verb, ll. 64-73)  

14. small presents (noun, ll. 74-82)  

… /7  pts 
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Exercise 2: Reading comprehension 
Read the article again and answer the questions that follow. For each 

question, circle the correct answer. The questions follow the order of the 
text. Only ONE answer is correct. Make sure your answer is indicated clearly. 

 
1. The journalist (Maura) is worried about moving into her new house because … 

a. the house is very old and very dirty. 
b. the new neighborhood is isolated and dangerous. 

c. the new neighborhood seems too socially active. 
d. the renovations will require a lot of work and money. 

 
2. The agent talks about the atmosphere of the neighborhood as a positive aspect.  

a. True 
b. False 

 
3. The pizza party is only for people who have lived in the neighborhood for a long 

time. 

a. True 
b. False 

 
4. What do we understand about the personality of Maura’s boyfriend? 

a. He likes socializing and community events. 
b. He worries about the same things as Maura. 

c. He thinks about his work too much. 
d. He likes cheap events so he can save money. 

 
5. What does Maura believe about today’s society? 

a. People are generally too tired to connect with others. 
b. People don’t put energy into getting to know their neighbors. 

c. People are more extroverted today than in the past. 
d. People are too weak to spend time with their neighbors. 
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6. Maura doesn’t enjoy spending time with other people. 

a. True 
b. False 

 
7. Maura has moved to many different apartments because she never felt 

comfortable with her neighbors. 
a. True 

b. False 
 

8. Why has Maura chosen this house after looking at more that 30 other houses? 
a. It is in an area with a strong sense of community. 

b. It has a large garden for her plants and flowers. 
c. It is the only house that is big enough for her. 

d. It offers enough space and privacy for her needs. 
 

9. After finally moving into her new house, Maura is worried about what her 
neighbors are going to think of her. 

a. True 

b. False 
 

10. Choose the best adjective to describe the tone of Maura’s first conversation with 
her neighbor: 

a. distant 
b. friendly 

c. unpleasant 
d. intimate 

 
11. What do we understand from Maura’s exchange with her neighbor? 

a. Maura and her neighbor immediately become close friends. 
b. Maura and her neighbor have a polite and formal conversation. 

c. The neighbor is welcoming and wants to help Maura. 
d. Maura and her neighbor will probably not get on well. 
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12. Maura asked Justin to help her with the lawn. 

a. True 
b. False 

 
13. How did Maura show her appreciation to Justin?  

a. She gave him a small gift. 
b. She invited him to have pastries with her. 

c. She offered to help him with his garden. 
d. She wrote him a thank-you card. 

 
14. How does Maura react when other neighbors start making more kind gestures 

towards her? 
a. She starts feeling very uncomfortable again. 

b. She feels that they are not respecting her privacy. 
c. She feels grateful and starts liking them more. 

d. She feels touched but still prefers being alone.  
 

15. How does Maura react to the vet’s invitation to the next pizza party? 

a. She’s happy to go for her boyfriend. 
b. She hesitates and can’t decide. 

c. She decides to go to be polite. 
d. She’s excited to go for a short time. 

 
16. Maura describes leaving the pizza party and walking down the vet’s driveway. 

What does this scene symbolize? 
a. Maura’s new perspective on living in the community.  

b. Maura’s regret about staying so late at the party. 
c. Maura’s admiration of the vet’s beautiful garden.  

d. Maura’s growing discomfort with social events. 
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17. How has Maura’s social life changed since she moved into the neighborhood? 

a. She takes part in many events to make her boyfriend happy. 
b. She’s happy to join many different social events now. 

c. She enjoys activities with her new friends and feels young again.  
d. She is excited to experience nature during the winter again. 

 
18. Maura says she has learnt a lesson thanks to her new neighbors. Which of the 

following options summarizes that lesson the best? 
a. It’s important to protect personal space to avoid emotional stress. 

b. Social events can be exhausting, but they’re good for our health. 
c. Connecting with others can bring us unexpected happiness. 

d. Avoiding community event is the best way to stay comfortable. 

… /18  pts 

 

Exercise 3: Reorder the story 

Write the numbers 1-7 in the spaces provided, following the chronological 
order in which events happen in Maura’s life. One of the events does not 

happen in her life, write the letter X next to the incorrect statement instead 

of a number.   

A – Maura visits more than 30 houses.  

B – Maura wears a Halloween costume.  

C – Maura is afraid of one of her intrusive neighbors.  

D – Maura goes to a party at her neighbor’s house.  

E – Maura borrows a loan mower from a neighbor.  

F – Maura and her boyfriend decide to buy a new house.  

G – Maura has become friends with a neighbor’s pet.  

H – A neighbor helps to take care of Maura’s garden.  

… / 8 pts 
 

Total partie compréhension: … / 33 pts
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3. PARTIE EXPRESSION (40%) total points: ____ / 25 pts 

 
In The Secret Garden, Colin talks about how "the magic" made him strong 

and healthy. Present three different elements of what "the magic" is and 
explain how these three elements help Colin change. How do these same 

elements help Mary and Mr. Craven? Write a well-structured text of 200-
250 words based on what you know about the book The Secret Garden. 

Your language use will be evaluated. 

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................  
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