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Import for a light vehicle 

Practical information for registration 

To register an individually imported vehicle, certain documents must be provided. 
Customs formalities are handled by the Federal Customs Administration. 
For any technical questions, please visit our website: www.vd.ch/san 

There are four different import statuses: 

🚗 Type of import 🏷️  Status     Customs procedure      Special features 

1.0 à 1.4 Direct import Standard 
Full taxes, VTA and 
technical compliance 

2 Direct import with special status Certain reliefs 
Household effects, wedding 
trousseau, estate effects 

3 Temporary import Temporary 
Limited stay, no permanent 
registration, “Z” plates max 
24 months 

4 Diplomatic import Special 
Reserved for staff of 
diplomatic missions and 
international organizations 

 

The required documents may vary, depending on: 

1. the type of vehicle 
2. its condition (new or used) 
3. its country of origin 
4. the date of first registration 
5. the existence or absence of a certificate of conformity (COC) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bazg.admin.ch/fr/importation-vehicules-suisse-regles
https://www.vd.ch/mobilite/automobile-et-navigation
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General information 

 
• Maintenance obligation of the antipollution system: 

Motor vehicles registered for the first time in Switzerland on or after January 1st 1976 are 
subject to mandatory maintenance of their emission control systems. 
Exemptions were introduced on January 1st 2013. 
To find out whether your vehicle is affected, useful information can be found on the website 
of the Federal Roads Office (OFROU). 

 

• From 1st January 2026: 
Non-EU-approved combustion engine vehicles (imported from outside Europe) put into 
service on or after June 1st 2020 with import status « 1 » or « 2 »: 
 

→ Must prove their compliance with European Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) 
 standards. 
 
All hybrid or electric vehicles not approved by the EU (imported from outside Europe): 
 

→  Must prove their compliance with European standards for Electromagnetic 
 Compatibility (EMC) and Electrical Safety (ES). 
 

• Technical modifications (tuning, rims, accessories, etc.) : 
As the owner of the vehicle, you are required to report (without delay/within 14 days) any 
technical alterations or modifications made to it. (See: vd.ch/san/modifications). 
 
 

 

 
 
1.0 New passenger car with European electronic certificate of conformity (e-COC/IVI-X) 

A vehicle is considered new (Art. 29 al. 5 OETV) : 

• registered abroad for the 1st time for less than one year, and 
• with less than 2’000 km on the odometer 

Required documents : 

• Form 13.20A (customs), with line 26 on the reverse side completed 
• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax 
• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 
• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 

document) 
• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed 
• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 

is acceptable) 
• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.astra.admin.ch/dam/fr/sd-web/-iM2g793KXZ-/Faktenblatt%20-%20Befreiung%20von%20der%20periodischen%20Abgaswartung.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/mobilite/automobile-et-navigation/vehicules/modifications-techniques-sur-son-vehicule
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/1995/4425_4425_4425/fr#art_29
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
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1.1 New passenger cars or motorhomes with European Certificate of Conformity (COC) 
in paper format 

 
Same definition of a new vehicle as above. 

Required documents:  

• Form 13.20A (customs) 

• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax (except for motorhomes) 

• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• European Certificate of Conformity (COC), original 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document) 

• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed 

• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 
is acceptable) 

• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 

• Photographs to be provided printed on A4 paper: 

o Vehicle manufacturer identification plate 

o Manufacturer's identification plate, phase 2 (only for motorhomes) 

o Stamped chassis number 

o Front left view of the vehicle 

o Rear right view of the vehicle 

o Odometer 

o Coupling device plate (if fitted) 

In some cases, treatment can be carried out solely through administrative means 

 
 

 

1.2 Other types of vehicles with COC (paper or electronic) 

Required documents: 

• Form 13.20A (customs) 

• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax (except for motorhomes) 

• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• European Certificate of Conformity (COC), original 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document) 

• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed 

• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 
is acceptable) 

• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
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1.3 Vehicles of any kind with a declaration of conformity from the Swiss importer 

Required documents: 

• Form 13.20A (customs) 

• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax (except for motorhomes 

• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• Importer's declaration of conformity 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document), if originating in the USA: also provide a CARFAX.com extract 

• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed 

• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 
is acceptable) 

• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 
 
 

 

 

1.4 Vehicles of any kind not built in accordance with European regulations 

    Vehicles originating outside the EU may require significant compliance upgrades. 

In view of the various scenarios, we recommend contacting the technical 
information office before purchasing/importing the vehicle. 

The documents required may vary depending on the year of manufacture of the vehicle: 

• Form 13.20A (customs) 

• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax (except for motorhomes) 

• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• Photograph of the manufacturer's nameplate 

• Photograph of the label certifying that the exhaust emissions comply with Californian 
standards or certificate of compliance with gas emissions standards 

• Certificate of compliance with noise emissions 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document), if originating in the USA: also provide a CARFAX.com extract 

• Proof of compliance for electrical safety (CEE R100) and electromagnetic compatibility 
(CEE R10) 

• The VAT assessment decision for vehicles registered less than 24 months prior to Swiss 
customs clearance 

• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed  

• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 
is acceptable) 

• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 

• Proof of compliance with pedestrian protection in the event of an accident, for vehicles 
registered on or after August 24th 2019, with a total weight between 2,500 and 3,500 kg. 

• Proof of compliance with occupant protection in the event of a frontal collision, for 
vehicles registered on or after July 1st 2007, with a total weight of up to 2,500 kg. 

• Proof of compliance with occupant protection in the event of a side collision, for vehicles 
registered on or after October 1st 2007, with a total weight of up to 3,500 kg. 

 

https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.astra.admin.ch/dam/fr/sd-web/892ayLSrXfMD/erlaeuterungen-nev.pdf
https://www.astra.admin.ch/dam/fr/sd-web/892ayLSrXfMD/erlaeuterungen-nev.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf


Service des automobiles et de la navigation Page 5/6 
1710e V17.0 

• Occupant protection in the event of a frontal or side impact may be recognized for vehicles 
that comply with American or Japanese standards, based on the safety label located in 
the driver's door: 

 

NOTE: Mandatory equipment depending on the year of registration must meet EU requirements. 
For example: as of January 1st 1971, seat belts and their anchorage points must comply with 
UNECE Regulations No. 16 and 14. 

Important notes : 

Compliance with exhaust emissions and noise emissions 
• It can be certified by a partial European reception or measured in Switzerland 
• US vehicles (registered on or after October 1st 1995) 

o Gas compliance can be certified by the label in the engine compartment 
o Noise measurement remains mandatory. 

Approved expert bodies in Switzerland 

• Exhaust fumes: 
→ Haute École Spécialisée (HES) de Bienne 

• Noise emissions: 
→ DTC 
→ FAKT 
→ Services des automobiles suisses 

• Regarding the protection of pedestrians and occupants 
→ DTC 
→ FAKT 
 

 
 

 
2. Vehicle imported as part of household effects, wedding trousseau or inheritance 

 Required documents: 

• Form 13.20A (customs) 
• Customs form 18.44 or 18.45 or 1846 
• OFROU certificate concerning CO₂ tax (except for motorhomes) 
• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document), if originating in the USA: also provide a CARFAX.com extract 

• Proof of compliance for electrical safety (CEE R100), electromagnetic compatibility (CEE R10) 
• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed   
• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy is 

acceptable) 
• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 
• Certificate of Conformity (COC), if available but not mandatory 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bfh.ch/fr/recherche/domaines-de-recherche/laboratoire-des-systemes-d-entrainement-et-des-emissions/?_gl=1*ygj7iw*_up*MQ..&gclid=CjwKCAiAs6-sBhBmEiwA1Nl8syU793HojxcbK9f-9ITnp932kl4QejYKXkGvnSOWcrlnKFbhbO9mIRoCiWUQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.dtc-ag.ch/fr/
https://www.fakt.com/de/
https://asa.ch/fr/Services-des-automobiles/Adresses/
https://www.dtc-ag.ch/fr/
https://www.fakt.com/de/
https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/fr/home/efficacite/mobilite/prescriptions-concernant-les-emissions-de-co2-des-vehicules-neufs/voitures-de-tourisme.html
https://www.astra.admin.ch/dam/fr/sd-web/892ayLSrXfMD/erlaeuterungen-nev.pdf
https://www.astra.admin.ch/dam/fr/sd-web/892ayLSrXfMD/erlaeuterungen-nev.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://portail.etat-de-vaud.ch/ecm/app13share/proxy/alfresco/sian/api/node/content/workspace/SpacesStore/cb7a58d3-f3ca-4867-9204-3db380eb088f/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
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3. Temporarily imported vehicle (Z plates, max. 24 months) 

Required documents: 

• Customs form 15.30 or 15.40 
• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 
• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 

document), if originating in the USA: also provide a CARFAX.com extract 
• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed    
• Identification for citizens or a valid original residence permit for foreigners (a legible copy 

is acceptable) 
• A duly completed registration application (form 211) 
• Certificate of Conformity (COC), if available but not mandatory 

 

 
4.0 Vehicle imported with diplomatic status 

Required documents: 

• Form 13.20A (customs) 

• Customs form 15.52 or 14.60 

• Swiss civil liability insurance certificate 

• For vehicles already registered: original proof of first registration (vehicle registration 
document), if originating in the USA: also provide a CARFAX.com extract 

• The identity card issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFAE) 

• Form 1737e, duly completed and signed     

• Ordering CD plates through the embassy via the registration department of SAN Vaud 

• For standard VD number plates: a duly completed registration application (form 211) 

• Certificate of Conformity (COC), if available but not mandatory 

 

• Expert assessment appointment: 
To arrange an expert assessment appointment, please send us your complete original 
file : 
 
o By post to: Service des automobiles et de la navigation (Motor Vehicle and 

Navigation Department) 
Technical Office, Avenue du Grey 110, 1014 Lausanne 
 

o By delivering it in person to our counter « D » at the Lausanne assessment office 
(Bureau des expertises) 
 
Only complete applications with original documents will be processed. 

 
Vehicle inspection: 
 
Regardless of the type of vehicle: 
 
The vehicle must be clean, in good condition and comply with legal requirements at the 
time of the assessment. Please refer to our website. 

https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
https://www.dfae.admin.ch/eda/fr/dfae.html
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_1737e_Necessary_information_registration_vehicle_not_officially_approved.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/themes/mobilite/automobile/formulaires/3_1_F_211_W_Demande_immatriculation_cession_plaques.pdf
https://www.vd.ch/mobilite/automobile-et-navigation

